ALLEGHENY EAST CONFERENCE
GUIDELINES FOR INDOOR

FUNERAL SERVICES

OVERVIEW
As part of our gradual approach to reopening, the conference administration has
moved to the reopening of buildings for "emergency compassionate use" for
funeral services. This will allow our churches an opportunity to minister to those
who are hurting and dealing with grief and loss.
However, in light of this ongoing crisis, we want to host these services in the safest
way possible. This document provides guidance and measures that can assist us in
ensuring the safety of those who attend funeral services.
Please note that this document should be used in conjunction with the "Interim
Reopening Guidelines for Churches" . All applicable guidelines in that document
should be used for the planning of all funeral services.

BUILDING
PREPARATIONS
1. Conduct a thorough building inspection
2. Restart ventilation systems and reset thermostats and lights
3. Flush hot and cold water through all points of use in your building
4. Check for rodents/pest activity
5. Look for slip, trip and fall hazards
6. Thoroughly clean and disinfect buildings and contents using a professional
cleaning service
7. Post "Enter at Own Risk" signs around and throughout the building in areas that
are highly visible, particularly at entrances to restrooms.
8. Make hand sanitizer stations or hand wipes available throughout the building
9. Ensure cleaning supplies are obtained and stocked
10. Examine and determine restroom air exchange rate and ensure there is
adequate ventilation
11. Conduct HVAC maintenance
12. Use a disinfecting fogging machine to disinfect surfaces
13. Remove hymnals, Bibles and other literature from pews
14. Place a paper towel dispenser outside of restroom doors for the purpose of
opening doors.

Preventing the Spread
Maintain strict adherence to state and local guidelines regarding gathering sizes
Take care of your bathroom needs before attending church in order limit visits
to the church bathrooms
Please stay home if you are sick or are experiencing symptoms (sore throat,
diarrhea etc.)
If you are in a vulnerable group or have recently travelled, adhere to local and
state quarantine requirements
Wear a mask at all times while on the premises (N-95 or KN95 strongly
preferred)
Maintain a distance of at least 6ft between you and anyone outside of your
household (Sitting with your family is permissible during services)
Do not engage in any personal contact (hugging, touching, kissing or shaking
hands) with others outside of your household
Cooperate with ushers and other volunteers during services
Restrict access to restrooms, allowing for emergencies only
If you use the restroom, do not touch surfaces with bare hands. The use of
gloves or paper towel is strongly recommended
Avoid touching your eyes, face and mouth while attending services
Temporarily replace the use of water fountains with supplied bottled water.

Modified Service
The duration of services should be no longer than one hour
Caskets should remain closed
Consult state and local restrictions on gatherings and implement
measures to ensure compliance.
Provide a virtual alternative for the service for those unable to attend
Assign a monitor to restrooms and other sections of the building
(restroom and hallways) to ensure that restroom policies are being
adhered to as well as other social distancing requirements.
Refrain from providing indoor repast to guests. Coordinate with family to
do this off-site or outdoors.
Musical performances should be limited to instrumental performance, no
vocal soloist or group performances should take place. We encourage
other creative ways to conduct this activity, such as virtual choir apps or
video performances..
All guests attending the services should be pre-registered or provide rsvp
for contact tracing purposes.

